
 

UNIT 18 Researching Current Issues In Aviation 

ASSIGNMENT: Plan and Carry-Out a Research on Current Issues Affecting the Aviation Industry 
 
 

INSTRUCTION TO THE STUDENTS: 

 These Tasks are Research Assignments. This means that you must use either Secondary and/or Primary research methods to gather evidences to answer each 

task. You are NOT required to write from prior knowledge. These are Research Tasks. 

 Plagiarism is totally unacceptable. You must cite all sources and input the information by paraphrasing, summarizing or using direct quotes.  A Fail Grade is given 

where Plagiarism is identified in your work. There are no exceptions. 

 Your evidences/findings must be cited using Harvard Referencing Style. E.g. (Samuels, 2015); (Sommers and Hunter, 2014) etc. 

 To Pass the unit you MUST Achieve ALL the Pass Criteria outlined on the score sheet. You can earn a Higher Grade such as Distinction or Merit by meeting all 

Pass Criteria and achieving the criteria given on the Higher Grades Score Sheet.  You will be given a Referred Grade if you fail to meet ALL Pass Criteria given.  

Referred Grade means resit. You must resit any AC that you fail. The Score Sheet will identify the specific requirement/s and criteria that you did not meet. See 

iTutor for the resit fees. You will then make the corrections and resubmit. See the procedures on iTutor to resubmit. 

 You SHOULD complete and submit a hardcopy and softcopy on the due dates given. ALL late work attract a fee. This rule is not waived under any circumstances. 

The softcopy should be sent to: faculty@colbournecollege.com. The hardcopy should be in our office at close of the business day. 

 You MUST pay your Tuition on-time with ‘0’ balance outstanding to submit work or sit examinations. This rule is not waived under any circumstances. If you fail to 

submit on the said deadline due to not having financial clearance you may submit no later than the extended deadline with the Resit fee paid. Failure to submit 

work on the final or extended deadline will result in a Fail Grade for the entire UNIT. If you Fail the unit you will have to pay to retake the class.  

 Read ALL Instructions on this Page and review the Pass, Distinction, Merit and Referred Criteria attached to each Term Paper to meet the criteria and task 

correctly. Your work should be neatly typed and bonded. Presentation is important and evidence of quality work and good business ethics. 

 Remember you MUST participate in the Class Online Forum by answering the Lesson Review Questions posted by the Course/Unit Tutor. You are required to 

Post twice per week and by the latest on Friday.  You get 10% of the course grade from participation. You Must Pass the Forum to pass the course/unit.  
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UNIT 18 Researching Current Issues In Aviation 

ASSIGNMENT: Plan and Carry-Out a Research on Current Issues Affecting the Aviation Industry 
 

 

 

Your Task Is To Plan And Carry-Out A Research On Current Issues Affecting The Aviation Industry 
 

1. Research Topic: Complex Current Issues Affecting The Aviation Industry 
2. Select suitable research methodology for researching these complex current issues affecting the aviation industry. 
3. Create A Plan And Layout For The Research. 
4. Conduct the Research. 
5. Draw conclusion about one complex current issue affecting the aviation industry to research. Justify this selection. 
6. Explain how this current issue is impacting on the aviation industry. 
7. Discuss how a current issue could impact on the aviation industry in the future. 
8. Make Recommendations. 
9. Organise and write-up the Research Paper and present it according to the plan. 
10. Use proper ethical practices. 
11. Use proper research style: Harvard Referencing  
 
 

Learning outcomes 

On completion of this unit a learner should: 

1. Understand methodology for researching complex current issues affecting the aviation industry  

2. Be able to conduct research into complex current issues affecting the aviation industry  

3. Understand impacts of complex current issues on the aviation industry. 

 

Online Reference Generator: www.citethisforme.com 

 
 

ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION DEADLINES 

1) Submit the Research Specification by:  no later than the end of Week 4.  

2) For Assessment Criteria P1, P2, P3, P4 AND P5:  WEEK 8 

3) For ALL OTHER Assessment Criteria:  WEEK 14 (April 14, 2017).   

 

 

http://www.citethisforme.com/


 

UNIT 18 Researching Current Issues In Aviation 

 

        NAME OF STUDENT:                                                                                                   DATE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students Must Meet ALL The Following Requirements P1-P9 For A PASS OR Higher 

Grade.   

ACHIEVED  

YES NO 

AC P1  Identify current issues affecting the aviation industry 

To achieve P1, learners should identify current issues that are impacting on the aviation industry. Some issues may not be new but 

are still are having an effect on the industry. At least five issues should be identified. 

  

Carry Out the command in the task P1: To ‘Identify’ which means:  “Recognise, list, name or otherwise characterise .   

AC P2 Justify the selection of a complex issue to research that is currently affecting the aviation industry                                                                          

To achieve P2, learners should select a complex current issue that is impacting on the aviation industry. Learners should justify why 
they have chosen this particular issue to research. 

  

Carry Out the command in the task P2: To ‘Justify’ which means: “Present a reasoned case for actions or decisions made”.   

AC P3. Assess appropriate methodologies for researching the selected complex current aviation issue 

To achieve P3, learners should assess different sources, methods and data, supported by their reasons why a number of research 
methods could be effective. At least two methods and all sources and data from the unit content should be submitted, showing 
depth of reasoning and exemplification. 

  

Carry Out the command in the task P3: To ‘Assess’ which means:  “Offer a reasoned judgement of the standard/quality of situation 
informed by relevant facts”. 
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AC P4  Propose a research plan into the issue affecting the aviation industry 

To achieve P4, learners must propose a research plan which addresses all applicable unit content, with reference to both qualitative and 

quantitative sources. The plan should set out the hypothesis to be tested, the terms of reference and the aims, objectives and planned outcomes. 

Likely resources for the research should be given. The different stages of the research, for example the review dates, should be given. Learners 

should state how the research will be monitored and evaluated and their contingency plans. They should explain of ethical considerations. 

  

Carry Out the command in the task P4: To ‘Propose’ which means: “Put forward an idea, plan, and suggestion for consideration by 
others”. 

  

 

AC P5  Carry out research into the issue affecting the aviation industry using appropriate sources of information 

To achieve P5, learners must carry out the research as per their plan, using a range of sources. This requires different types of sources to be used, 

not merely different examples of the same type. There must be evidence of referencing of all sources using an accepted convention, this is likely to 

be evidenced by a bibliography using Harvard referencing or another accepted method. 

  

Execute the command in the task P5: To ‘Carry Out’ which means:  “To undertake an activity of a practical nature”.   
 

AC P6  Use analytical techniques to draw conclusions from the research findings 

To achieve P6, learners will need to use analytical techniques to draw conclusions. They will need to interpret and summarise the results of the 
research, synthesise the key elements of their findings and draw valid and reliable conclusions. P6 is about using techniques to analyse reliable and 
valid data and draw conclusions. The level of understanding of the impact of the issue will be assessed in learning outcome 3. 

  

Execute the command ‘To Use’ in task P6 which means: “Apply the information provided or apply prior learning Or put into service or action”.   
 

AC P7  Present research using appropriate protocols 

To achieve P7, learners will need to communicate their findings using appropriate media such as a group discussion, presentation, extended 
document or report. They must demonstrate that they can use appropriate conventions to communicate their findings effectively such as correct 
grammar and suitable vocabulary. Learners should present their findings in a structured and logical manner and show evidence that they can 
discuss the implications of their findings. P7 is about the techniques used to communicate the research findings. The level of understanding of the 
impact of the issue will be assessed in learning outcome 3 

  

‘Present’ in task P7 means: “Produce the conclusion for an audience to demonstrate what has been done and the outcome.”   
 

For Higher Grade M1:  Explain how the proposed research plan enables exploration of a complex current issue 

To achieve M1, learners will need to explain why the research methods they have chosen are suitable for research into the current complex issue 
they have chosen. For example, research into the emergence of online check in as a normal airline procedure, might include interviewing as the 
best way of reporting on the air passenger experience of check-in procedures. 

  

Carry Out the command in the task M1: To ‘Explain’ which means:  “Recognise, list, name or otherwise characterise”.   
 

For Higher Grade D1: Evaluate own ability to conduct research, analyse findings and present outcomes 

D1 will be awarded where learners are able to evaluate their research techniques and their ability to analyse findings and present outcomes, 
recommending future improvements. For example, a learner might find that their data was unreliable, as they failed to validate their source. The 
recommendation would be to always validate and cross reference. They might find that their chosen research method was unsuitable, for example 
using a questionnaire that failed to ask appropriate questions. 

  

Carry Out the command in the task D1: To ‘Evaluate’ which means:  “Make a qualitative judgement taking into account different 
factors and using available knowledge/experience/evidence.” 
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AC P8  Explain how a current issue is impacting on the aviation industry  

To achieve P8, learners must explain the impacts of their chosen researched issue on the aviation industry, currently and 

recently. Evidence must be clearly reasoned and explanatory, not merely descriptive at this level. Learners should explain why 

and how the issue has had an impact over recent years and how the issue is currently impacting on the aviation industry, related 

industries and society. Explanations must be reinforced by research findings and the conclusions drawn. Learners will have 

considered all aspects of the issue and reached a firm conclusion on their hypothesis. Learners must not include assumptions or 

unsupported evidence within their explanations. 

  

Carry Out the command in the task P8: To ‘Explain’ which means:  “Recognise, list, name or otherwise characterise”.   

 

AC P9  Discuss how a current issue could impact on the aviation industry in the future 

To achieve P9, learners must discuss possible impacts of their chosen researched issue on the aviation industry in the future. 

Evidence must be clearly reasoned and justified by their research findings and conclusions. There will be a level of prediction 

within the discussions and this is acceptable if it is sufficiently supported by evidence from their research. For example, if the 

learner predicts a growth in the wider availability of flights from regional airports, there must be statistical evidence within the 

research findings of a growing trend and evidence from airports and airlines that planning is in place to support the predicted 

growth. 

  

Carry Out the command in the task P9: To ‘Discuss’ which means:  “Recognise, list, name or otherwise characterise ”.   
 

For Higher Grade M2:  Discuss in depth the broader positive and negative implications of the impacts  

To achieve M2, learners will show that they are able to discuss, in depth, the positive and negative broader implications of their 
research through the presentation of valid and reliable conclusions. Broader implications should encompass other sectors of the 
aviation industry, organisations outside the aviation industry and social implications. For example, growth of regional airports will 
affect most sectors of the industry positively, for example air traffic control, airlines, security, ground handlers; growth will also 
affect organisations outside of the industry such as car hire, transport and retail. Learners should discuss how these implications 
will affect other sectors and organisations, for example increased sales, increase in available jobs. Evidence of negative 
implications should also be present in the discussions, such as local congestion and pollution and how these will affect local 
business and residents. 

  

Carry Out the command in the task M2: To ‘Discuss’ which means:  “Recognise, list, name or otherwise characterise ”.   

 

For Highest Grade D2:  Recommend appropriate actions for the aviation industry based on research findings and conclusions 
D2 will be awarded where there are clear, justified recommendations for actions by the aviation industry relating to the researched issue. 
Actions should be detailed, workable, achievable and in line with aviation conventions. 

  

Carry Out the command in the task D2: To ‘Recommend’ which means: “Suggest/put forward as being appropriate, with reasons why.”   



 

 

Indicative reading for learners 
 

Textbooks 

 Bell J – Doing Your Research Project (Open University Press, 2005) ISBN 978-0335203888 

 Burns R – Introduction to Research Methods (Sage Publications, 2000) ISBN 978-1845283674 

 Doganis R – The Airline Business 2nd Edition (Routledge, 2006) ISBN 978-0415346153 

 Doganis R – The Airline Business in the Twenty-First Century (Routledge, 2001) ISBN 978-0415208826 

 Fecker A and Könemann L – The Complete Book of Flight (Parragon, 2010) ISBN 978-1445404424 

 Veal A J – Research Methods for Leisure and Tourism (Prentice Hall, 2006) ISBN 978-0273717508 

 

Journals 
 Annals of Tourism Research – Elsevier 

 Aviation News – Key Publishing Ltd 

 Flight International – Reed Business Publishing 

 Travel and Tourism Analyst – Mintel Group Ltd 

 

Websites 
 www.marketresearch.com Aviation/aerospace section 

 www.statistics.gov.uk UK government statistics 


