
Cultural Tourism

Week 1



Syllabus context

• This topic explores the exciting and dynamic role of  
culture within tourism. Every country attaches cultural 
importance to places, buildings and artefacts which give 
meaning to its heritage and achievements. Culture is 
important to tourism and is the reason why many tourists 
want to visit people and places. There is, therefore, a need 
to appreciate the diverse range of  cultural characteristics 
that exist. This part of  the paper offers the opportunity to 
appreciate the significance of  cultural backgrounds, and 
of  the needs and expectations of  visitors in a variety of  
tourist destinations worldwide. 



• Culture and tourism are intrinsically linked. 

Inevitably, tourism will affect host cultures and 

populations in either positive or negative ways, or 

both. In some instances, a host population or way of  

life has adapted as a result of  tourism. Some customs 

may be lost whilst new lifestyles and behaviour may 

be introduced. Some cultural and heritage sites have 

been lost, or indeed in some instances redeveloped, 

in order to meet a new or evolving market. 



• Candidates need to consider such links by exploring examples of: 

• • redevelopment/restaging of  traditional cultural/heritage, examples 
include: re-enactments of  historic events, dances, redevelopment of  
industrial heritage sites

• • altering the tourism product specifically for the benefit of  tourists, 
examples include: the anglicising of  areas such as Costa del Sol, Spain and 
Ayia Napa, Cyprus in music, food, drink, restaurants, etc

• • positive cultural impacts, examples include: preservation of  local customs, 
crafts, education, etc

• • negative cultural impacts, examples include: inappropriate behaviour, e.g. 
Falaraki, Rhodes, etc., crime, loss of  local customs.



The importance of  cultural 

attractions 

• Many tourists specifically choose to visit a cultural or heritage site. Cultural heritage frequently 
contributes greatly to the attractiveness of  a country or destination to tourists. It is important that 
candidates can explain:

• • the growth of  cultural and heritage tourism: from poetry and painting trips to cookery tours

• • cultural events which tourists support, examples include: battlefield re-enactments, film festivals

• • religious tourism, pilgrimages, examples include: Amritsar, Lourdes, the Vatican, the Wailing Wall, 
Jerusalem, the River Ganges

• • the growth and success of  cultural and heritage sites: redefining museums, renaming and 
redeveloping sites of  cultural and historic significance



• Explore the importance and growth of  heritage attractions and their 
cultural significance on a national and international scale. Examples include:

• • Rome’s Colosseum

• • Parthenon in Athens

• • Leaning Tower of  Pisa



• • Angkor Wat in Cambodia

• • Tokyo’s Meiji Shrine

• • Chichen Itza in Mexico

• • London’s Westminster Abbey.



• Assess the significance of  these cultural activities, such as:

• • The Passion Play in Oberammergau, Germany

• • Dia de Los Muertos in Mexico

• • Carnival in Rio de Janeiro

• • Mardi Gras in New Orleans

• • National Eisteddfod of  Wales.

• Some destinations have a wide variety of  cultural and heritage attractions, which in 
turn serve the desires and expectations of  different types of  visitors, e.g. Edinburgh 
for its architecture, writers and annual festival.



• Explore the importance of  accepted behaviour within certain situations, 
such as:

• • within buildings of  religious importance, such as mosques, temples, 
churches

• • within common public areas, such as restaurants, shops, bars.

• Explain the importance of  codes of  good tourist behaviour, how 
respecting customs, laws, traditions and cultures make a ‘responsible 
tourist’.



Cultural Tourism in Jamaica

• Refer to article and in class discussion on: 

• http://www.jamaicaobserver.com/news/Culture--

tourism-essential-to-marketing-Jamaica--says-

McNeill_14686358

• http://www.jamaicaobserver.com/columns/Culture-

versus-tourism_13235978

http://www.jamaicaobserver.com/news/Culture--tourism-essential-to-marketing-Jamaica--says-McNeill_14686358
http://www.jamaicaobserver.com/columns/Culture-versus-tourism_13235978


Culture Tourism

• When we speak of  the cultural tourism product of  

any country we must examine the way of  life of  he 

people which encapsulates the:

• Food, Music, Dance, Dress, Language, Beliefs, 

Norms and Social Customs ect



The importance of  MUSIC to the 

culture of  Jamaica

• According to Jamaica Travel Vacation “Jamaicans 

have a musical heritage that stems from their African 

and European roots. Reggae music is Jamaica's most 

recognized sound. These thumping sounds are rich 

and infectious and encompass expression of  personal 

freedom, independence, religion, and gossip. 

Jamaica's most famous is Bob Marley whose 

influence helped bring Reggae music into the 

Jamaican main stream.”



• “Jamaica has one of  the most distinctive cultures in all the 

Caribbean,” noted John Lynch, Jamaica’s Director of  

Tourism. “It’s more than just Jamaica’s history that makes 

up Jamaica’s people and traditions. The diverse landscape 

and natural surroundings tie into the Jamaican spirit, and 

we love to share the history, traditions, and natural beauty 

of  our island with visitors from all over the world.” 

(Culture and Nature Jamaica) 

•
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