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Topics for discussion 

1. Equivalent sentences 

2. Vocabulary Expansion 

3. Transitional devices 

4. Spelling 
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Equivalent Sentences 

Equivalent sentences are sentences that are re-worded without changing the original 

meaning of the sentence. This can help to guide you in paraphrasing information, writing 

essays and also introducing you to new vocabulary words. 

 

Equivalent sentences at the paragraph level adopted from the Gleaner dated 05 November 

2018 

Instruction please look on the following article and attempt to re-word the sentences in 

your own words. 

Construction to Begin Soon On Olympic 
Gardens Police Station - PM 

 

Holness...touring the Jamaica-China Goodwill Infant School in his St Andrew West Central constituency 

Work is scheduled to begin shortly on the construction of a police station in Olympic 

Gardens, St Andrew. 

Prime Minister, Andrew Holness, who made the announcement, revealed, too, that plans are in 

place to build a golden age home in the community. 

Holness said the police station will serve as a “community security central point.” 

“The idea is to create an atmosphere of security where people can do business,” he explained. 

The Prime Minister, who is also Member of Parliament for the area, said the police station and 

the golden age home are among several developments planned for the community. 

He said land is now being sought to facilitate construction of the home. 

“In urban areas like these, the [family] connections are not always as strong and so there are 

many elderly persons who need someone to take care of them, and (ensure that) they get regular 

meals,” Holness reason. 

“We will build an institution to do that,” he said. 
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Holness was speaking at the official handover of the newly-constructed Jamaica-China Goodwill 

Infant School in west central St Andrew. 

It is one of two schools constructed at a cost of US$7.4 million under a cooperation agreement 

between Jamaica and China. The other school is in eastern St Thomas. 

 

 

 

 

Equivalent Sentences- Exercise 2 

There seems to be a shift in the weather pattern in the Southern Caribbean to a greater annual 

rainfall. 

a) There is now more annual rainfall in the Caribbean due to a shift in the weather. 

b) Shifting weather patterns indicate greater annual rainfall for the Southern Caribbean. 

c) The Southern Caribbean has a new weather pattern which sees more annual rainfall. 

d) It appears that a change in the weather pattern in the Southern Caribbean is realising 

more annual rainfall. 

 

Emigrating from the Caribbean to England has slowed down since people are migrating to the 

United States and Canada. 

a) Fewer people from the Caribbean are emigrating to England since people are choosing 

Canada or the United States instead. 

b) America and Canada are now more popular than England as immigration destinations for 

Caribbean people. 

c) Caribbean tourists prefer America and Canada to England when it comes to travel. 

d) Fewer people from the Caribbean are visiting England, choosing instead to migrate to the 

United States of America and Canada. 

I believe that religion should be taught in our schools so as to have a sobering effect on students 

and to increase their spirituality. 

a) I think that religion should be part of the school curriculum since it encourages 

spirituality and has a calming effect on students. 

b) Religion, I think, will encourage students to drink less and be more spiritually inclined. 

c) Less drinking and more paying is required in our schools and I think teaching religion 

will be encouraged. 

d) Fostering religious awareness is essential in school if we want to sober up our children. 

It is easier to write an essay than to study a number of topics for a multiple choice test. 

a) Studying a number of topics will make essay writing much easier than a multiple choice 

test. 

b) Multiple choice tests are much more difficult than writing an essay or studying various 

topics. 

c) To write one essay is easier than sitting a multiple choice test which involves studying 

several topics. 

d) Studying for a multiple choice test involves learning a number of topics while writing an 

essay involves studying a single topic. 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

While advertisements educate the population about products available, they also encourage 

people to buy what they don’t need. 

a) Advertising is a necessary evil which tells us about products but also influences us to buy 

unnecessary things. 

b) Advertisements can both tell us about products available and encourage us to purchase 

unnecessary items. 

c) People are easily influenced by advertisements to buy unnecessary items even as they 

buy the ones they want. 

d) We don’t need advertisements which encourage us to purchase unnecessary items. 

 

Twenty-four hour police patrols have been implemented to curb the rising crime rate. 

a) More police are patrolling the streets daily to reduce an escalating crime rate. 

b) Police patrols have been increased with a view to reducing crime. 

c) The police have implemented a twenty-four-hour plan to reduce the rising crime rate. 

d) The police have set-up all day patrols to curb the increasing crime rate. 

 

Vocabulary Expansion 

Please look at the following passage and re-write them using vocabulary words that are 

missing. 

Global English 

Global English exists (0) ... a political and cultural reality. Many misguided theories attempt 

to explain why the English language should have succeeded internationally, whilst (1) ... 

have not. Is it because there is something inherently logical or beautiful about the structure of 

English? Does its simple grammar make it easy to learn? Such ideas are misconceived. Latin 

was once a major international language, (2) ... having a complicated grammatical structure, 

and English also presents learners with all manner of real difficulties, (3) ... least its spelling 

system. Ease of learning, therefore, has little to do with it. (4) ... all, children learn to speak 

their mother tongue in approximately the same period of time, (5) ... of their language. 

English has spread not (6) ... much for linguistic reasons, but rather because it has often 

found (7) ... in the right place, at the right time. Since the 1960s, two major developments 

have contributed to strengthening this global status. Firstly, in a number of countries, English 

is now used in addition to national or regional languages. As well as this, an electronic 

revolution has taken place. It is estimated that (8) ... the region of 80% of worldwide 

electronic communication is now in English. 

................................................................... 

Source: Adapted from (Pre-2013 Revision) CPE Handbook 

 

Transitional devices 

Transitional devices serve to connect parts of your paper. They are cues that help the reader 

to interpret ideas a paper develops. Transitional devices are words or phrases that help to 

expand a thought from one sentence to another, from one idea to another, or from one 

paragraph to another. Lastly, transitional devices link sentences and paragraphs together 

smoothly so that there are no abrupt jumps or breaks between ideas. 

There are several types of transitional devices, that can be used to cue readers in a given way. 

To Add: 

and, again, and then, besides, equally important, finally, further, furthermore, nor, too, next, 

lastly, what's more, moreover, in addition, first (second, etc.) 
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To Compare: 

whereas, but, yet, on the other hand, however, nevertheless, on the contrary, by comparison, 

where, compared to, up against, balanced against, vis a vis, but, although, conversely, 

meanwhile, after all, in contrast, although this may be true 

To Prove: 

because, for, since, for the same reason, obviously, evidently, furthermore, moreover, 

besides, indeed, in fact, in addition, in any case, that is 

To Show Exception: 

yet, still, however, nevertheless, in spite of, despite, of course, once in a while, sometimes 

To Show Time: 

immediately, thereafter, soon, after a few hours, finally, then, later, previously, formerly, first 

(second, etc.), next, and then 

To Repeat: 

in brief, as I have said, as I have noted, as has been noted 

To Emphasize: 

definitely, extremely, obviously, in fact, indeed, in any case, absolutely, positively, naturally, 

surprisingly, always, forever, perennially, eternally, never, emphatically, unquestionably, 

without a doubt, certainly, undeniably, without reservation 

To Show Sequence: 

first, second, third, and so forth. A, B, C, and so forth. next, then, following this, at this time, 

now, at this point, after, afterward, subsequently, finally, consequently, previously, before 

this, simultaneously, concurrently, thus, therefore, hence, next, and then, soon 

To Give an Example: 

for example, for instance, in this case, in another case, on this occasion, in this situation, take 

the case of, to demonstrate, to illustrate, as an illustration, to illustrate 

To Summarize or Conclude: 

in brief, on the whole, summing up, to conclude, in conclusion, as I have shown, as I have 

said, hence, therefore, accordingly, thus, as a result, consequently. 

 

Exercise 

Please re-write the following sentences using the transitional words although, though, even 

though where appropriate. 

The traffic was heavy. We reached the airport on time. 

I had all the knowledge and skills. I didn’t get the job. 

I felt ill. I went to the rehearsal for the concert. 

I took my younger sister to the health clinic. The nurses were on strike. 

The sky was dark and gloomy. We still planned to camp in our backyard. 

The cafeteria was crowded. I still managed to purchase a delicious lunch. 

She accepted the job. The conditions of work were less than satisfactory. 

The councillor contested the election. His support had declined considerably. 
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Spelling 

The surveyor spoke to several members of the maintennance staff about the need to keep the 

washrooms in a hygienic condition. No error. 

Teenagers are dependant on parents or guardians to provide the basic amenities that will 

allow them to study without distractions from any source. No error. 

Negative or destructive censure is meant to belittle or hummiliate a person, but valid or 

constructive criticism helps a person to overcome limitations. No error 

Workers whose duties entail climbing ought to follow safety guidelines and not take 

unnecessary risks. No error. 
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