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Rationale and Purpose for Tourism Visits

• Defined as the purpose for which the trip was taken

• In the absence of this main purpose the trip would not have been taken

• Where more than party travel and have different individual purposes, 

the main purpose is the one central to the decision to take the trip

• Each tourism trip has one and only one main purpose though a visitor 

can also undertake secondary activities while on his/her trip
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Rationale and Purpose for Tourism Visits cont.

Importance

• Helps to determine whether the trip qualifies as a Tourism Trip

• Helps to determine whether the traveller qualifies as a visitor

• Useful for characterising Tourism Expenditure Patterns

• Assists in identifying tourism demands for planning, marketing and 

promotions ( Source: Statistics Department- Monserrat)
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Rationale and Purpose for Tourism Visits cont.

TWO BROAD CLASSIFICATIONS

• Personal

• Business and Professional

( Source: Statistics Department- Monserrat)
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Rationale and Purpose for Tourism Visits cont.

BROAD CLASSIFICATION

• Personal- This category includes all purposes of tourism trips that are 
not classified as business and professional. 

• Holidays, Leisure and Recreation

• Visiting Friends and Relatives (VFR)

• Education and Training

• Health and Medical Care

• Religion/ Pilgrimages

• Shopping

• Transit

• Other
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Rationale and Purpose for Tourism Visits cont.

BROAD CLASSIFICATION

• Business and Professional Classifications- This category includes the 

activities of self-employed, and employees, as long as they do not 

correspond to an implicit employer- employee relationship with a 

resident producer in the country or place visited ( Source: Statistics 

Department- Monserrat) 
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